English Crowds*                             93

fee ! No wonder then that every football field draws some
fifteen to thirty thousand enthusiasts in all conditions of
weather, according to the importance of the matches*

When one is accustomed to seeing the game played by
school boys or college undergraduates, the spectacle of
a football player being paid to delight the public appears
quite strange* From that moment the interest in the game
assumes a new aspect* The players no longer vie with one
another to win the laurel for their own respective colleges
or universities, but contend like game roosters or mer-
cenary soldiers for the clubs or organisations which pay
them highest for their professional services*

Such qualms, however, do not seem to disturb the average
Londoner's equanimity* In fact, his appetite is whetted
all the keener because he pays his sixpence or a shilling
not to see a school-boys* game, but to see " soccer " as
it should be played by trained, scientific experts, just
as naturally as he pays his shilling or half-crown to see a
play staged by professional actors and actresses* Hence,
many thousands more will swarm to watch an inter-league
or Cup Tie match*                                              .

The activities of the various clubs or leagues are dosely
followed* Consequently, the report that such-and-such
a famous footballer has been transferred from one rival
league to another, and that the transfer fee amounts to
upwards of a thousand pounds, seems to be received with
greater eagerness than the statement that such-andl-such
a cabinet minister has been promoted and that his new
salary is now four or five thousand pounds* The latter
is prosaic and lacks romance ; it is one of the usual occur-
rences of official life* The former, however* is a "nii